SRI AUROBINDO AND ABSOLUTISM

Overmind, Sri Aurobindo recognises such higher gradations of
mentality, as the Higher Mind, the Illumined Mind and the
Intuition which supply the unbroken thread of continuity.

The Absolute in its highest state has been designated by
the Tantra Pardsamvit or Tattvdtita. This corresponds to the
ineffable Supreme of Sri Aurobindo in its most transcendental
aspect. In between Mdyd and Pardsamvit^ the Tantra admits
the five suddhatattvas of Siva-sakti, Sadasiva or Sadakhya,
Iswara and Sadvidya or Suddhavidya (Shakti and Shakta, p. 150).
Siva-sakti corresponds to Sri Aurobindo's Saccidananda with
His Saccidanandamayi Sakti and Sadasiva, Iswara and Sadvidya
correspond to the triple status of the Supramental Gnosis of
Saccidananda such as the comprehending, the apprehending
and the projecting consciousness. Siva and Sakti represent the
subjective and the objective poles of consciousness, the Aham
and the Idam in its subtle potentiality, the Prakdsa and the
Vimarsa aspects of the supreme Experience or Amarsha. Sada-
siva, Iswara and Suddhavidya represent different stages in the
increasing self-differentiation of Siva-sakti. In Sadasiva there is
the first incipiency of the world-experience as the notion "I am
this", in which, as in other suddhatattvas, the "this" is experienced.
as part'of the Self and not as separate from it. The emphasis
at this stage is on the Aham to which the objective element is
wholly subordinate. At the next stage, the Idam side becomes
clear in the Iswaratattva in which the emphasis is said to fall
on the "this" which the Aham subjectifies. The result again
oF this is the evolved consciousness of Suddhavidya tattva in
which the emphasis is equal on 'T' and "This". Consciousness
is now in the state in which the two halves of experience are
ready to be broken up and experienced separately as Purusa
and Prakrti. In Sri Aurobindo's philosophy also we find that
the comprehending, the apprehending and the projecting func-
tions of the Supermind represent different stages in the increas-
ing modification of the fundamental unity of things and the
gradual emergence of the Many, even though there are also
some important differences between the two views. Sadakhya,
Iswara and Sadvidya are conceived by the Tantra as the emana-
tions of Siva through the activity of 6akti, whereas the Super-
mind is conceived by Sri Aurobindo as an aspect, power or
principle of being of Saccidananda, the three functions of the
Supermind being three inseparable movements in the one indivi-
sible movement of the Gnosis.

A more significant difference between Sri Aurobindo and
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